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Letters from Faculty 

During the pre-clinical years, our social committee
reached out to faculty members of our courses to

write a letter for us to read on match day. These
letters are compiled here for your enjoyment.



�ËÅ¤Ù�äé¾�ä¬ËÅÝ�ËÅ�ä©��ÄËÄ�ÅäËéÝ�Ë���Ý¬ËÅ�Ë£�Ä�ä�©¬Å¤�äË�Ù�Ý¬��Å�ûƨ�As I

write this letter, however, it is December 2020, and you are still in the very

early stages of your career as medical students. In fact, you have just

completed your Normal Structure and Function module, and – perhaps most

notably – have gotten to know and interact with the entire human

body in the gross anatomy lab. You have learned not only from your

textbooks, lectures, and TBLs, but also from dissection of a whole-body

donor. Through all of these methods, you have worked hard to understand

and appreciate what 17th century English anatomist William

Harvey termed the “fabric of nature.”

We first introduced you to the musculoskeletal system, and you learned how

muscles shorten and lengthen to move us all around the world. We then

moved into the thorax, where you were able to hold a person’s heart in the

palm of your hands, actually witnessing the pathway of a drop of blood from

atrium to ventricle. As we studied the head you learned the

names of each of the muscles responsible for your smiles, including

everyone’s favorite - levator labii superioris alaeque nasi - which hopefully

didn’t cause too many tears to wash across your scleras as part of the lacrimal

apparatus.

In addition to learning about these concepts in abstract terms, you were able

to learn anatomy from what some call the “silent teacher,” or your “first

patient”: Your gift of body donor. Perhaps your donor had undergone a knee

replacement, or a coronary bypass. 
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Perhaps you found their liver riddled with tumors, or thei m



Most importantly as you move on in your careers– YOU BELONG HERE,

wherever that “HERE” may be. You have gotten where you are by being bright

and driven, but also by being compassionate and courageous. Throughout this

course you have shared with me your talents: Your artwork, your musical

ability, your baking prowess, your IT wizardry. You’ve

also shared with me your vulnerabilities, be it the trouble you’ve had adapting

to med school, an “embarrassing” question about the perineum (which

actually turned out to be really insightful!), devastating health news, or your

trouble concentrating after a tough breakup. Taken together, you’ve shown

me how brave you all are.

It has been an honor to teach you about the “fabric of nature” and of your

patients, and I am so proud of each and every one of you!



Congratulations on your match!  I want to take you down a little bit of

memory lane, the hallway down to room M400, the human gross anatomy

lab. Upon stepping into the lab, finding your assigned cadaver, and meeting

your dissecting partners for the first time.  

Do you remember your first day of gross anatomy lab? Your anticipation and

apprehension at your first dissection? Do you remember your first incision?

Perhaps it was a midline incision along the back to dissect the vertebral

column. Or it was performing a laminectomy to study the spinal cord and

meninges.

Do you recall how difficult it was at peeling back the skin for the first time?

How Dr. Tan showed you how to cut a small slice in one corner of the flap, so

you could put a finger through it for a better grip?  

Do you remember Dr. Daly, always willing to provide thorough and thoughtful

explanations and assistance? Do you remember Dr. Ruth’s enthusiasm and

encouragement?  

Do you remember the TA’s – Shivika, Lokesh, Nigel, Dane, and Alex and their

constant assistance and enthusiasm in the lab or as a tutor? Perhaps you

might remember my assistance in the lab when you removed the brain?
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Congratulations to the Class of '24!

We're writing this shortly after the 
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So, it's match day now, huh? That’s exciting so first, let me say this.

CONGRATULATIONS!!! YOU’VE EARNED THIS! I know that each and every one

of you worked so very hard to reach this point. And now, you finally made it

here. So, it’s time to relax, unwind for a little bit, celebrate, and bask in the

moment. I’d say to have a drink for me, but I’m sure there will be enough of

that going on already. Now before I keep going on and on about how great

everyone is, how about we rewind time for a little bit to appreciate the

journey here, shall we? Let’s say to 2020. 

The year started off like any other normal year, although that didn’t last long.

No, like literally, it only lasted one day. On January 2nd, raging wildfires

caused Australia to declare their third state of emergency, while the rest of

the world mourned for their loss. After that, anything bad that could have

happened, happened. An impeachment trial, riots, stock market crashes, the

Beirut explosion, and a pandemic, we saw it all and the year wasn’t even

halfway over! Yet, you didn’t let any of that stop you in pursuit of your dream

to help others. No, you pushed forward to start medical school and change

people’s lives! But just when you thought 2020 couldn’t get any crazi  t n
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Class of 2024, Congratulations on Match Day, what a monumental

achievement!

I remember how nervous you all looked as you stepped into the gross

anatomy lab for the first time, but you immediately began working to

become acclimated to the space.

From learning how to correctly put on a scalpel blade to spending hours

tracing nerves and vessels (and eventually learning that a scalpel isn't the

best tool to do so ࢝), you all worked together to create a safe learning

environment amidst a pandemic and learn from the bodies that were so

generously gifted to the university.

I hope you maintain this spirit of camaraderie as you work to fulfill SLU's

mission of being men and women for others. I wish you all the best in your

future endeavors.

Shivika Ahuja
Fall 2020 Gross Anatomy TA






