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FS President 
 
Matt Ryan 
Assistant Professor 
Academic English Coordinator in the ESL Program at INTO SLU 
 

I joined the SLU ESL Program as an adjunct in 2008, and at the onset of the ESL-INTO 
partnership in the summer of 2016, I accepted a full-time position as one of four faculty 
administrators in the program. I currently oversee the Academic English Program, serving 
beginner and intermediate users of English on their way to degree studies. In 2020, ESL and 
CADE were granted a joint seat in Faculty Senate, both units’ first voting member in this body; I 
was honored to be elected. Having no mentor to learn from, I reflected on what a faculty 
senator should be and the answer seemed simple: a representative who listens to learn, speaks 
to be heard, and shows up to be seen. And so I began. To these ends, I maintain a line of 
communication with the director of CADE to better understand his faculty’s interests. I write a 
monthly FS newsletter so that my constituents stay informed. I explain my voting record and 
solicit input in an ongoing effort to gain greater fidelity with the diverse views of the individuals 
I represent. I make it a point to participate actively in FS and other fora around campus to 
remind people that language teachers and dentists are in the room, too. I am a teaching-
focused, non-tenure track faculty member, but I do not stand for this office as a means of 
advancing personal politics, priorities, or projects. While I welcome recent efforts to celebrate 
teaching and advance the interests of NTTs, I understand that research, scholarship, and the 
interests of tenured faculty remain critical to the institution. The role of FS president is to 
advance the shared goals and defend the common interests of all faculty members regardless of 
track or rank, department or school. I stand before you ready to listen, to learn, and to live the 
mission of serving a greater good. 
 
 
Joe D. Lyons, PhD 
Director & Assistant Professor 
Security & Strategic Intelligence Program 
School for Professional Studies 
 

I want to express my sincere interest in consideration for the role of Faculty Senate 
President.  I am currently an Assistant Professor and have been with the university since 2015. I 
have a strong personal connection to SLU as well, as I met my wife here when I was a PhD 
student in 1999.  I took a non-



FSEC ELECTION STATEMENTS - 2024 

 2 

Excellence), where I have the privilege of funding students and faculty in support of careers in 
public service.  I first became a senator in 2016, serving two terms as the SPS senator.  It was 
during those terms that I really gained an appreciation for the role of the Senate.  I saw 
firsthand how faculty could be involved in governance, and how decision making is improved 
with faculty input.  I also witnessed many occasions where faculty were not involved in the 
process, and I wanted to become an advocate for faculty voices.  In 2022, I was elected as an at 
large member of the FSEC, where I have served the past two years.  I have also had the honor of 
serving on GAAC for two terms, as well as many ad hoc university level committee's and school 
level committees.   In each of these roles, I strived to ensure that faculty have a voice in affairs 
of the university. 

I want to continue this service and ask for your consideration for the role of Faculty 
Senate President.  I believe there is still much work to be done as far as faculty participation in 
governance. 
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Faculty Senate Secretary 
Donna Jahnke, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
School of Education 
MASA Missouri Superintendents Academy Director 
Retired Ladue Schools Superintendent 
 

I am writing to apply for a position on the Faculty Senate Executive 
Committee as a standing member. It has been my pleasure to serve on the 
Senate for the past year. However, I have been an involved faculty member 






